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TDtal hip arthroplasty (THA) and total knee arthro-
plasty (TKA) are performed with increasing fre-
quency, with close to 200,000 procedures for THA
alone in the United States each year.! The risk for
VTE in major orthopedic surgery, in particular THA
and hip fracture surgery (HFS), is among the highest
for all surgical specialties, and deaths from VTE stll
occur, albeit very infrequently. This article discusses
prophvlaxis of VTE in patients undergoing ortho-
pedic surgery, including THA, TKA, and HFS; below-
knee Injuries; anicl arthr{jscmpic Pr{jcedures. We have
included only the drugs that have been approved by

regulatory agencies in more than one country.
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IPCD +anticoag  anticoagulam Risk Ratio Risk Ratio
Events Total Events Tetal Weight M-H,Random, 95%ClI M-H.Randem, 95% CI
Borow 1983 a8 107 6 6% 0.69[0.06, 7.43]
Bradley 1993 30 : 44 18.5% 0.24 [0.06, 1.01]
Edwards 2008 5 141 3] 136 39.2% 030([0.11,080) — & —
Eisele 2007 801 5 902 30.9% 027009 080 — &
Silbersack 2004 68 ' 63 48% 0.03[0.00,041]

Total (35% CI) 1218 1252 100.0% 0.26 [0.14. 0.48] -l

Total events 12 63
F = o= ' - s T
Heterogeneity: Tau? = 0.00; Chi* = 3.96,df =4 (P=041). 1 = 0% 102 05 1 3 & 10

Test for overall effect: Z = 4.30 (F < 0.0001) Favors experimental Favors control

FIcURE $84. Forest plotv. IPCD + anticoagulant thmml‘mpmphm axis vs anticoagulant thIDIllthIDplﬂ "
laxis alc-ne;awmptmnaht DVT. See qule S1 and 521 leu sends for expansion Dt abbreviations.
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